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Indian Adult Education Association

Rajyogi BK Mruthy

Conference began with a grand
Inaugural Function held in the Dadi
Prakashmani Training Centre Hall,
Saraswati Bhawan, Prajapita Brahma
Kumaris Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya,
Abu Road, Rajasthan on January 9,
2025 at 9:30 a.m. The conference was
inaugurated by the Chief Guest Rajyogi
BK Mruthyanjaya Bhai, Additional
Secretary, Brahma Kumaris who
lighted the Ceremonial Lamp along
with Prof. (Dr.) B.K Pandiamani,
Director, Value Education, Brahma
Kumaris; Prof. K. Parthasarathy,

Former Vice Chancellor, Tamil Nadu
Open University, Chennai; Prof. N. K.

International
and Lifelong
& Former

Ambasht, Visitor,
Institute of Adult
Education, New Delhi
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The 65th All India Adult Education

B F R R B A

Chairman, National Institute of Open
Schooling; Prof. L. Raja, President,
IAEA; Shri S.C. Khandelwal, General
Secretary, IAEA; Shri K.K. Sethi,
Former Secretary, Govt. of Madhya
Pradesh and Smt. Kalpana Kaushik,
Director, IAEA.

Delivering the inaugural address
Rajyogi BK Mruthyanjaya Bhai said,
“Now a days the colour has become
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more important than the content.
Whether it is the principle of physics or
mathematics or any core discipline, it
is taught across the world as universal
truth. But ‘spiritualism — the key of
human consciousness, mental
equilibrium and eternal peace’ fails to
get the same treatment. Brahma
Kumaris has delved deep into the
realm to propound the universality of
spiritualism and its essentiality for
dglobal peace, both at individual and
societal plank”. He further said that

ted 65th AIAEC

learning is a lifelong process and
Prajapita Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya,
the unique university of universal
peace invites every individual to know,
understand, accept, imbibe and
become an apostle of peace for
himself/herself, society and the whole
creation. He expressed immense
pleasure for conducting the 65th All
India Adult Education Conference at
this universal university and blessed
everybody to take dedicated efforts
towards realizing the goal of universal
education and brotherhood.

Rajyogi BK Mruthyanjaya Bhai along
with all the dignitaries on dais released

.

the Abstract Booklet covering the
abstracts of 56 research papers to be
presented by the scholars in the
conference.

The inaugural function began with
the rendering of prayer Dby
Dr. R. Kalpana followed by the
melodious Welcome Song by Madhur
Vani Group which also conducted
cultural programme showcasing the
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spirit and message of the conference.

All the programmes were enjoyed and

appreciated by the participants.
Thereafter, Smt. Kalpana Kaushik

introduced the
Indian Adult
Education
Association and

the core
objectives of the
65th All India V‘
Adult Education \ &
Conference.

Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA
welcomed all the
dignitaries and
the delegates
coming from

different parts of
the country to
attend the
national
conference.

Rajyogini BK Sheilu Didi who had
spent more than seven decades of
dedicated services towards the cause
of humanity, while extending her
blessings desired every individual to
peep inside his/her own mind and
deeds to find the reason hampering
togetherness. The lack of the will and
readiness to sacrifice short lived
pleasures has resulted into family
chaos. Consequently, around half a
century ago divorce which was a rare
or nonexistent practice has now
become a common phenomenon, she
said. Sheilu Didi invited every delegate
to spent a few days in Brahma Kumaris
to realize his/her inner self.

Thereafter, Rajyogi BK Mruthyanjaya
Bhai and Rajyogini BK Sheilu Didi
handed over the prestigious Nehru
and Tagore Literacy Awards for the
year 2021, 2022 and 2023 along with
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the first IAEA Lifetime Achievement
Award and IAEA Special Award. Each
recipient was dgiven a Shawl, a
Shreephal, Citation, Plaque and a
Cheque of honour.

NEHRU LITERACY AWARD

Shri K. Shiva Kumar — 2022
(Received by Shri Neehar Chaturvedi, TVS Srichakra Ltd. )

Md. Akram Khan — 2023

TAGORE LITERACY AWARD

Wang]mg Women and Gtrls Soctety 2021
(received by Shri L. Premananda Singh, Secretary, WWAGS)

Dr. Kezevino Aram — 2023

IAEA SPECIAL AWARD

Mrs. Ranjana Ray — 2023
(Received by Dr. Koninika Ray, Trustee)

IAEA LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

Shri K.C. Choudhary — 2023
(Received by his son Shri Rajesh Choudhary)

Once the citations for each of the
awardees were readout, they were
invited for the acceptance speech.

The Inaugural Address of the
conference was delivered by Prof. (Dr.)
B.K Pandiamani, Director, Value
Education, Brahma
Kumaris who is an
embodiment of
lifelong learning.
While delivering the
inaugural address
Prof. Pandiamani
shared the story of his first encounter
with Lifelong Learning Centre at
Gandhigram Rural University at
Dindigul, Tamil Nadu and explained
how he got motivated to take
challenges in his life. Narrating the self-
disciplined life at Brahma Kumaris Prof.
Pandiamani said that the delegates of
the 65th AIAEC are really the blessed
souls as they have got an out of turn
chance to spent almost four days in the
spiritual world of Brahma Kumaris. This
has happened due to the blessing of
supreme soul on each of them. He
advised the delegates to carry the best
of values they encounter with in this
complex and enrich their life to get rid
of the complexities.

The vote of thanks in the Inaugural
Session was extended by Shri S.C.
Khandelwal, General Secretary, IAEA
who from his bottom of heart thanked
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IAEA is making concerted effort to create awareness on
health, hygiene, literacy and skill acquisition among the
residents of slum areas located at ITO and its surrounding
areas. The basic objective of all these programmes is to
engage them in creative activities and thereby enhancing
their quality of life. Recently, a couple of competitive
programmes were organized on the eve of Basant Panchami
for motivating the students specifically the dropout girls to
enroll themselves with training centre as well as to continue
their studies. A Quiz Competition was organized on
February 4, 2025 in which more than 100 questions related
to general awareness on health-hygiene and education were
responded and replied by the participants. Beautiful gifts
were presented to all the winners which was cherished not

only by the participants but also by the crowed assembled
there. Members of the staff of IAEA including Shri B. Sanjoy,
Research Officer, Smt. Neha Gupta, Librarian-cum-
Documentation Officer, Shri Kripal Singh Mehra, Programme
Associate, Shri Vinay Chhetri, Senior Assistant, Shri Jai
Bhagwan, Assistant, Shri Surender Singh, Caretaken, Shri
Kishore, MPW and Ms. Meena Rawat, Mental Health Counselor
were also present on the occasion.

Prof. Kumar Ashutosh V’lSlted IAEA

Prof. Kumar Ashutosh,
Head, Department of
Continuing Education
and Extension, University
of Delhi along with
another faculty member |
visited IAEA on January
27, 2025. He had a i
detailed discussion with Prof. N. K. Ambasht, Visitor and
Prof. S.Y.Shah, Director, IIALE and Prof. Rajesh, Sr. Professor,
DACEE, University of Delhi and Treasurer, IAEA on a number
of important aspects related to the execution of Unnan Bharat
Abhiyan and ULLAS. Shri M.L.Sharma, Finance Head, IAEA
also joined the discussion.
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A meeting of the staff of IAEA was was participated by all the staff their
Presided

convened on March 21, 2025 which members.

Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA the
meeting was also addressed by

Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General
Secretary and Prof. Rajesh,
Treasurer & Office In-charge.

Prof. Raja elaborated the impending
challenges before lifelong learning
education and the role of IAEA. He
asked all the staff members to do
best for accomplishing

over Dby institutional responsibility.

Executive Committee Meeting

Committee of IAEA was held on March 20, 2025 at 4.30
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PM at University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences
(RAJUVAS) Bikaner, Rajasthan under the Chairmanship of
Prof. L. Raja, President which was participated by 18 EC
members. The EC Confirmed the minutes of the last EC
meeting held on January 9, 2025 Prajapita
Brahmakumaris Ishwariya Vishwavidhalaya, Abu Road,
Rajasthan; approved of the report of programmes and
activities conducted from January — February 2025 and
deliberated on the points mentioned under any other
matters.

The EC paid a reach tribute to the departed soul of Smt.
Kalpana Kaushik, Director. The meeting ended with a vote
of thanks proposed by Prof. Rajesh, Treasurer, IAEA.
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all the dignitaries

who graced the
occasion specifically
Rajyogi BK

Mruthyanjaya Bhai
=~ and Rajyogini BK

Sheilu Didi for their
He also expressed his

blessings.
dratitude towards each and everybody
present on the occasion.

The inaugural function
beautifully conducted
by BK Chanda Behn,
HQ Coordinator, Media
Wing, Mount Abu who
was also the Master of
the Ceremony.

was

Keynote Address

The Keynote Address on ‘Lifelong
Learning in Transforming the Indian
Knowledge System" was delivered by

Prof. K. Parthasarathy, Former Vice
Chancellor, Tamil Nadu Open
University, Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Prof.
Parthasarathy while exploring the
manifestation within the Indian
Knowledge System offered deep insight
into how ancient wisdom can inspire
modern approaches to education, skill-
building, and self-awareness. He said
that the National Education Policy 2020
has really widened the scope where
every individual irrespective of his/her
socio-economic and deographical
boundaries can continue his/her
journey towards excellence. The
principles of lifelong learning as
articulated in IKS has not only
encouraged the scholars to maximize
their efficiency but has also equipped
them to address the challenges of the
21st century in a better way.

The Keynote Address session was
chaired by Prof. N.K. Ambasht, Visitor,
International Institute of Adult and
Lifelong Education, New Delhi &
Former Chairman, National Institute of
Open Schooling while the Vote of
thanks was extended by Prof. P.A.
Reddy, Treasure, IAEA & Former
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Director & Head, Department of Adult
and Continuing Education  Sri
Venkateshwara University, Tirupati,
Andhra Pradesh.

Plenary -1

The session was designed to discuss
and deliberate on the Keynote Address
in which various questions, queries and
suggestions were raised/given by the
delegates including Prof. L. Raja, Prof.
Rajesh, Prof. Asha Verma, Prof. V.
Reghu, Dr. D. Uma Devi, Prof.
Gorakhnath Kamble and many others.
The session was concluded with the
words of Prof. Ambasht who gave a
deep insight into the working of human
mind and its relation with the mode of
teaching specifically andragogy in
context of gerontology.

General Body and Executive
Committee Meetings

INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

GENERAL BODY MEETING

The General Body meeting of the
Association was held on January 9,
2025 at 4:00 p.m which was followed
by Meeting of Individual Members to
elect Council Members from amongst
them.

At 6:00 p.m.

the Executive

Committee meeting was held under the

Chairmanship of Prof. L. Raja which
was facilitated by Smt. Kalpana
Kaushik, Director, IAEA.

The result of the election held for
Council Members was declared on the
same day at 7:30 p.m.

In order to have a thorough
discussion on various emerging issues
surrounding adult and lifelong
education in contemporary world the
theme of the conference was further
divided into 10 sub-themes and
academic papers were invited to
streamline the discourse and
synchronize the outcomes for a very
specific and focused declaration.
Within the specified time 56 abstracts
were received and scholars were asked
to present their paper in the six parallel
sessions held on January 10, 2025.
However, in view of paucity of time only
26 presentations could be
accommodated. Each session was
chaired/co-chaired by distinguished
professors and reported by scholars,
the details of which, is as follows:

Parallel Session - 1

Sub-Theme-1: Sociological Influence in
Lifelong Learning in India

Chairman: Dr. BK Pandiamani, Director,
Value Education, Prajapita Brahma
Kumaris Ishwariya, Vishwa Vidyalaya,
Abu Road, Rajasthan

Co-Chairman: Shri Mrinal Pant, Joint
Secretary, Indian Adult Education
Association, New Delhi

Rapporteur: Dr. Nitish Anand, Guest
Faculty, Department of Adult and
Continuing Education and Extension,
North Campus, University of Delhi,
Delhi.

Papers Presented:

1. Gender Differences in Defence
Mechanisms of Parents with
Differently Abled Children from
Lifelong Learning Perspective by
Dr. Subrata Sen, Guest Faculty,
Department of Education, North-
Eastern Hill University, Shillong,
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Meghalaya & Prof. B. P. Sahu,
Dean, School of Education, NEHU,
Shillong.

Sociological Influence of Lifelong
Learning in India by Ms. Shivani,
Research Scholar, Manipur
International University, Manipur.

Life-Long Learning: An Approach
to Social and Economic
Transformation of Elderly People
by Shri Sorokhaibam Cavendish
Singh, Research Scholar and & Dr.
Sharmila Thingbaijam, Assistant
Professor, Department of Adult
Continuing Education &
Extension, Manipur University
Canchipur, Imphal.

Parallel Session - 2

Sub-Theme-Z

Professional

Development through LLL

Chairman: Dr. D. Uma Devi, Associate
Professor, Women’s Study Centre Sri
Padmavati Women’s University, Tirupati
Co-Chairman: Dr. Chayanika Uniyal,
Associate Professor, Shyama Prasad
Mukherji College, University of Delhi

Rapporteur: Ms.

Medhavi Gupta,

Research Scholar, Department of Adult
and Continuing Education and
Extension, North Campus, University of
Delhi, Delhi.

Papers Presented:

1.

Lifelong Learning Perspective on
Coping Mechanism of the
Unemployed Youth in East Khasi
Hills District of Meghalaya by Shri
Andreas Rynjah, Research
Scholar, Department of Adult and
Continuing Education and Prof. B.
P. Sahu, Head, Centre for Distance
Education, NEHU, Shillong.

Threads of Change: A Lifelong
Learning Strategy for Women’s
Entrepreneurial Empowerment in
the Weaving Sector of Ri-Bhoi
District, Meghalaya by Shri Dexter
Sungoh, Research Scholar,
Department of Adult and
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Continuing Education, North Papers Presented:

Eastern Hill University, Shillong. 1. Interpersonal and Effective
Communication Skills of Out of
School Adolescent Girls:
Strategies for Lifelong Learning by
Shri Dipak Chandra Borah,

3. Professional Development
through Lifelong Learning by Shri
Faiza Akram & Shri Al Samad
Alam, M.A, Lifelong Learning and

Extension, Department of Research Scholar and & Prof. B.P.
Continuing  Education and Sahu, Professor, Department of
Extension, Faculty of Social Adult and Continuing Education,

North-Eastern Hill
Shillong.

Sciences, University of Delhi. University,

4. Lifelong Learning: A Way to Skill
Based Education by  Shri 2.
Tongbram Premchand, Research
Scholar and Dr. Lamalu Thaimei,
Associate Professor, Department

Role of Self-Determined Learning
in Promoting Lifelong Learning
Opportunities for All by Ms.
Parinita Batra, Research Scholar,

of Adult Continuing Education and Department of Adult  and
Extension, Manipur University, Continuing Education and
Canchipur, Imphal. Extension, North ~ Campus,

University of Delhi, Delhi.

5. Professional Development
Through Lifelong Learning by Dr. 3. Nutritional Deficiency Disorders
Jayashri P. Jawale, Jalgaon, among Pregnant Women in Urban
Maharashtra. Slums: A Review of Related
Literature in Lifelong Learning
6. Skilled Workforce: Lifelong Perspective” by Ms. Padmaja
Learning Enhancing Skills for Jagati, Research Scholar and
Career Growth by Dr. Chittibabu Lamalu Thaimei, Associate

Putcha, Assistant Professor and
Ms. Sujata Chhatri, Research
Scholar, Department of Lifelong
Education, Dr. Harisingh Gour
Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar, Madhya
Pradesh.

Professor & Head, Department of
Adult Continuing Education and
Extension, Manipur University,
Indo-Myanmar Road, Canchipur,
Imphal.

4. Lifelong Learning for Rural
Transformation on Shri Sialloa
Sumleailal Aimol, Research
Scholar and Dr. Lamalu Thaimei,
Associate Professor & Head,
Department of Adult Continuing
Education and Extension, Manipur
University, Indo-Myanmar Road,
Canchipur, Imphal.

Parallel Session - 3

Interdisciplinary

Sub-Theme-3:
Approach through Lifelong Learning
Sub-Theme-4: Lifelong Learning for
Rural Transformation

Sub-Theme-5: Lifelong Learning and }Jnterd Colleg: . Dhc?bigha:'
Secondary Education ansdowne, auri arhwal,
Uttarakhand.

5. Lifelong Learning and Secondary
Education by Dr. Saurabh Misra,
Assistant Teacher, Government

Chairman: Prof. P. Adinarayana Reddy,
Former Professor, Department of
Lifelong Learning, Sri Venkateswara
University, Tirupati

Co-Chairman: Dr. J. M. Panara, NSS
Programme Coordinator, Sourashtra
University, Rajkot, Gujarat

Rapporteur: Dr. Hari R.S. Assistant
Professor & Director, Lifelong Learning

&  Extension,  Marian College Sub-Theme-6 Lifelong Learnmg in

Kerala
(4]

Parallel Session ~ 4
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Jointly organised by
Rajasthan University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Bikaner

. &
Indian Adult Education Association, New Delhi
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Outcome Based Education Perspectives and Practices in
Higher Education by Dr. Saru Joshi

Access to HEI in India according to NEP 2020: Equity and
Inclusive Prof. L. Raja

NEP 2020: A road map for Viksit Bharat, Dr. Anu Krishnan
Strategies Formulated by the NEP (2020) by Prof. M. C.
Reddeppa Reddy

Adoption of NEP at HIEs in Madhya Pradesh by Shri Mrinal
Pant

Revolutionizing Learning Outcomes: The Role of NEP
2020 and Al in Fostering University Students’ Digital
Efficacy, Positive Emotions, and Autonomous Learning
by Dr. Subrata Sen and Dr. B. P. Sahu

In pursuit of fulfilling individual as well as societal
aspirations/resolving the implementation challenges by
Prof. Jai Prakash Dubey

Decoding India’s Quest for Knowledge Society: The Ever-
Evolving Saga of Higher Education by Dr. V. Mohankumar
The Changing Scenario of Higher Education in Relation to
NEP 2020: Issues and Concerns by Dr M.V.S.S Prakasa
Rao & Ms. N. R. L. L Soujanya

Multiple Entry and Exit System (MEES) in Education by Dr.
K. Kavitha

Reviving Credibility and Status to the Distance / Open
Learning (Online and Offline) Education in the New
Education Policy 2020: Some Reflections by Dr. P.
Viswanadha Gupta

Online teaching and learning in Higher Education:
Digitalization of Instruction in Higher Education: An
Analysis of Teaching and Learning Process by Prof D.
Janardhana Reddy, Dr. K. Narsimulu and D. Sriveni
Privatization of Higher Education by Dr. M. S. Talwar
Vocationalization of Higher Education with special
reference to the study of Music by Satwana Chetterjee
National Education Policy (NEP) -2020: Reforms in Higher
Education with special reference to Vocational Education
by Dr. T. Sharon Raju

NEP 2020: Accessing Higher Education by the Differently
Abled by Dr. B. Anupama Devi

Gender Differences in Defence Mechanisms of Parents
with Differently Abled Children from Lifelong Learning
Perspective by Dr. Subrata Sen and Dr. B. P. Sahu
Lifelong Learning in the Context of NEP 2020 by Harish
Kumar

Integrating Life Skills and Volunteerism in the light of NEP
2020 by Dr. N. Johnson

NEP 2020 vis-a-vis the Issues of Medium of Instruction
and Privatization of Higher Education by Prof. Subbachari
Promotion of Quality Research: A Freirean Perspective by
Prof. Asoke Bhattacharya

The Teachers Contribution to the Sustainable
Development Goals by Dr. R. Sangeetha

NEP 2020: Teacher Education a vital input to quality
Higher Education by Prof. S. Vijaya Vardhini

NEP 2020: An Overview of the Policy in a Gender
Perspective by Dr. D. Uma Devi

Empowering Lives Through Literacy: Fulfilling the Dream
of NEP 2020 by Kalpana Kaushik
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26. NEP 2020: Steers towards Building Resilient Knowledge

Society by Shri Himachalam Dasraju

27.NEP-2020, Vision for India - Centered Education:

Challenges and Opportunities by Prof. G. Amuthavalli

28. Research Priorities in Higher Education with focus on NEP

2020 by Prof. V. Reghu

29. NEP 2020 - Accessing Higher Education by the Differently

Abled by B. Anupama Devi
= (AT F e

concluded with the rendering of the National Anthem.

IAEA welcomed Research Scholars from
University of Wiirzburg, Germany

On March 7,
2025, two research
scholars, Ms. Vanja
Bogdanovic  and
Ms. Julia Saam,
from the University
of Wiirzburg,
Germany, visited
the Indian Adult }
Education .
Association. During their visit, they had an interaction
on a few emerging issues in the field of adult education
with Prof. S.Y. Shah, former Professor, Group of Adult
Education, Faculty of Social Sciences, JNU, and
Director, International Institute of Adult and Lifelong
Education, New Delhi; Prof. Rajesh, Senior Professor,
DACEE, University of Delhi and Treasurer, IAEA; Shri
Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary, IAEA; and Smt.
Neha Gupta, Librarian-cum-Documentation Officer,
IAEA. The discussion was focused on the role of adult
and higher education, with a particular emphasis on the
educational systems in India and Germany. Organized
as a part of an ongoing collaboration between the
University of Wirzburg and IIALE, this meeting was
aimed at exchanging ideas and exploring new trends in
adult and higher education. Shri Himansu Singh and Ms.
Khushi Sharma from the Department of Adult,
Continuing Education and Extension, University of Delhi
also participated in conversations.

The valedictory function of this widely covered seminar was
Chaired by Prof. Q. Janakiramaiah while Prof. Tyagaraju, the
Convener of the seminar, was the Chief Guest. Towards the
conclusion a detailed report on the seminar was presented by
the co convener Prof. P. Adinarayana Reddy and the vote of
thanks was proposed by Dr. B. Ravi Naik. The seminar was
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Chairman: Dr. Asha Ramagonda Patil,
Director, Department of Continuing and
Adult Education & Extension Work,
SNDT Women’s University Mumbai,
Maharashtra

Co-Chairman: Dr. Subrata Sen,
Department of Education, North-
Eastern Hill, University, Shillong,
Meghalaya

Rapporteur: Ms. Parinita Batra,
Research Scholar, Department of Adult
and Continuing Education and
Extension, North Campus, University of
Delhi, Delhi.

Papers Presented:

1. Assessing Employability Skills
Among Students Through
Extension Activities at
Autonomous Colleges Affiliated to
Bharathidasan University,
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu by
Dr. Prakash S. V. A. and
Dr. Senthilkumar A, Assistant
Professors, School of Continuing
Education, Tamil Nadu Open
University, Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

2. Empowering Life-Long Learning in
Higher Education Through NDLI,
Co-authored by Dr. Senthilkumar
A. and Dr. Prakash S. V. A., School
of Continuing Education, Tamil
Nadu Open University, Chennai,
Tamil Nadu.

3. Awareness and Perception
towards Lifelong Learning
Amongst Higher Education

Students, by Dr. Namrata Kamble,
Associate Professor and Dr. Priya
Singh, Principal, School of
Education & Research, MIT Art
Design & Technology University,
Loni Kalbhor, Pune, Maharashtra.

4. Fostering Lifelong Learning in
Higher Education: Bridging Skills,
Knowledge, and Personal Growth
for the Future by Dr. Chayanika
Uniyal, Associate Professor at the
Department of History, Shyama
Prasad Mukherji College,
University of Delhi, and Dr. Amna
Mirza, Associate Professor at the
Department of Political Science,
Shyama Prasad Mukherji College,
University of Delhi.

5. An Exploratory Study of the
Transgender Faculty’s Lived
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Experience in Indian Higher
Education Institutions by Dr.
Geeta Mishra, Associate Professor
and Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Senior
Professor, Department of
Continuing Education &

Extension, University of Delhi.

K\ 5 N 1
Sub-Theme-7: Lifelong Learning and
Pre-School Education

Sub-Theme-8: Artificial Intelligence as a
Strategy for Empowering Lifelong
Learning

Sub-Theme-9: NGOs and Lifelong
Learning

Chairman: Dr. Dinesh Kapadia, Joint
Secretary / Director (Rtd.), Govt. of
Gujarat

Co-Chairman: Shri Harish Kumar S.,
Former Media Officer, State Resource
Centre, Kerala

Rapporteur: Ms. Reetu Trivedi, Assistant
Professor & HOD, Department of Law,
Jawaharlal Nehru Samriti, Govt. PG
College, Shujalpur, Dist. Shajapur,
Madhya Pradesh

Papers Presented:

1. Women Leadership and Artificial
Intelligence for Empowering
Lifelong Learning by Medhavi
Gupta Research scholar,
Department of continuing
education and extension,
University of Delhi.

2. Lifelong Learning: Empowering

Adults through Artificial
Intelligence by Ms. Sujata Chhatri,
Research  Scholar and Dr.
Chittibabu Putcha, Assistant

Professor, Department of Lifelong
Education, Dr. Harisingh Gour
Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar, Madhya
Pradesh.

3. Artificial Intelligence as a Strategy
for Empowering Lifelong Learning
by Prof. Dr. A. Muthumanickam,
Emeritus Professor (Education),

©

University of Madras (Former
Registrar & Former Professor &
Head (Education), Madurai
Kamaraj University, Tamil Nadu.

4. Empowering Youth through Skill
Development: A Critical Analysis
of NEP 2020 in Lifelong Learning
Perspective by Prof. B P Sahu,
Dean, School of Education, North
Eastern Hill University, Shillong
and Dr. B S Lyngdoh, Assistant
Professor, Jaintia Eastern College,
Shillong, Meghalaya.

Parallel session - 6
Sm—

Sub-Theme-10: Value Education in
Lifelong Learning

Chairman: Prof. Rajesh, Senior
Professor & Nodal Officer, Department
of Adult, Continuing Education and
Extension, University of Delhi, Delhi
Co-Chairman:  Porf. Harichandan
Dhaneswar, ICSSR Senior Fellow and
Former Proffessor-cum-Director,
Institute of Distance and Open Learning
University of Mumbai, Maharashtra
Rapporteur: Shri B.S. Lingdoh, Assistant
Professor, Jaintia Eastern College,
Shillong, Meghalaya

Papers Presented:
1. Value Education in Lifelong
Learning by Tannu Sister, the

Director Directorate of Value
Education, Prabhu Pasand
Building, Brahmakumaris,

Shantivan Campus, Talheti Abu
Road, Rajasthan.

2. Value Education and Lifelong
Learning by Ms. Kushbu Mathuria,

Research Scholar,
Brahmakumaris, Shantivan
Campus,Talheti Abu Road,
Rajasthan.

3. Bhagwat Gita me Gyan

Yogadarshan by Dr. Chintamani
Tripathi.
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Special session on “Lifelong
Learning in
Universities”

Indian

A special session on “Lifelong
Learning in Indian Universities” was
also organized to discuss and debate
the policy perspective laid out in NEP
2020 and the way it needs to be
harnessed for the furtherance of scope
of lifelong learning in higher education.
The session was chaired by Prof. V.
Reghu, a recipient of Tagore Literacy
Award & Former Controller of
Examinations, Rajiv Gandhi National
Institute of Youth Development
(RGNIYD), Tamil Nadu and addressed
by Prof. P. Adinaryana Reddy, Treasure,
IAEA and former Director, Department
of Lifelong Learning, SV University,
Tirupati; Prof. Rajesh, Vice President,
IAEA & Senior Professor & Nodal
Officer, DACEE, Faculty of Social
Science, University of Delhi; Prof. B. P.
Sahu, Head, Centre for Distance
Education, North  Eastern  Hill
University, Shillong, Meghalaya and Dr.
Asha Verma, Assistant Professor,
Qujarat National Law University,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat. The session,
moderated by Dr. D. Uma Devi,
Associate Professor, Centre for
Women’s Studies, Sri Padmavati
Women'’s University, Tirupati, Andhra
Pradesh, witnessed a vibrant but
nuanced deliberation on different
issues ailing the teaching-learning
process and employment prospects for
the scholars of lifelong learning in
higher education. A number of young
scholars along with a few senior
professors came forward to raise
questions about the appropriateness of
assigning priority to those coming from
other disciplines over scholars of
lifelong learning that too in the
appointments in AE departments in the
name of multi-disciplinary approach.
These questions were addressed by the
academicians on dais as well as by
Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA. It was
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concluded with the assurance given by
the chair that these emerging issues
will be raised through Abu Declaration.

Zakir
Lecture

Husain Memorial

The 30th Zakir Husain Memorial
Lecture was delivered by Dr. Kezevino
Aram, a recipient of Tagore Literacy

Award and Chairperson, Shanti
Ashram, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. This
session was chaired by Prof. K.
Parthasarathy, Former Vice Chancellor,
Tamil Nadu Open University, Chennai.

Delivering an insightful lecture on
transforming educational institutions
into spaces conducive for evoking
young minds to conceive multiple
innovative ideas Dr. Aram desired to
reshape the educational scenario in the
country so that the emerging social
needs of all the citizens can be
appropriately addressed. India is the
home of every fourth young person in
the world today and hence, has the
advantage to harness the demographic
dividends in its favour. However, it
depends on the way we are able to act
upon and address the needs of our
children, she said.

Education, in its every manifestation,
represents both an opportunity and a
right for the citizens. How perfectly it is
imparted or acquired is the prime
question. Dr. Aram said that much is
depended on the performance of the
two fundamental pillars, bureaucracy
and the educators, as they play crucial
role in shaping institutions and
ensuring an appropriate environment.
Children are born with numerous
neurons, each having capacity beyond

O

our imagination and hence, we need to
develop these tender minds with love,
care and compassion so that they grow
healthy and imbibe the best enabling
them to reach to the higher pedestal of
growth and development. Dr. Aram
explained how the philosophies
propounded by Tagore and Gandhi can
be utilized to solve some of the
challenging issues pertaining to higher
education in India especially of low
level of enrollment. Tagore emphasized
for cohesive learning environment
while Gandhi wanted a system where
learners learn  through  direct
observation and practice. Quoting
Maria Montessori’s invitation to a
school where Gandhi observes and
appreciates  students  consistent
dialogue with teachers Dr. Aram
emphasized for the same to happen
here in India. Citing an example of an
IIT student who observed the
prevalence of 'NATO" (No Action,
Talking Only) in the education system
Dr. Aram underlined the need to
connect higher education with real-life
work situations so that our scholars can
play active role in finding solutions for
rapid development. To address these
challenges, she proposed a
comprehensive educational model
driven by theory, practice, and praxis,
which she deemed essential for
achieving holistic education.
Furthermore, she advocated for the
integration of two distinct pathways: the
science-led pathway and the
humanities pathway, suggesting their
convergence could shape the future of
Indian higher education. Her vision
combines traditional wisdom with
contemporary needs, sugdesting a path
forward that honors both heritage and
progress while preparing students for
the challenges of the modern world.
Dr. Aram also dedicated the Tagore
Literacy Award bestowed on her to the
women activists, academicians and
functionaries who are endeavoring
hard to elevate their position on the
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National Seminar on
Implementation of NEP 2020: Status, Challenges and Strategies

S
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- National Seminar on
) lementation of NEP 2020 with
Special Reference to the Transformation of Higher education:
Status, Challenges and Strategies
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The NEP 2020, is a comprehensive policy framework
aimed at transforming the Indian Education System and
rests on five pillars - Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability,
and Accountability. The policy outlines its vision for the
future of the educational landscape in India and to convert
it into a studentfriendly affair. It is focused on individual
development by providing flexibility in the course structure
by endorsing the concept of the Academic Bank of Credits
as a means of promoting flexibility and credit mobility in
higher education to increase access to higher education for
all sections of society. The policy is being implemented for
the last three years and the pace of the progress of the
various parameters of the policy is at different stages and
need to identify the strengths and weaknesses so as to
replicate the strengths and rectify the deficiencies.

In the light of the above the Department of Education Sri
Venkateswara University, Tirupati and the Indian Adult
Education Association, New Delhi jointly organized a
National Seminar on “Implementation of National
Educational Policy 2020 with Special Reference to the
Transformation of Higher Education.

Keeping in view of the objectives nine sub-themes were
identified which were discussed in detailed throughout five
technical sessions and two invited talks.

Held at the Senate hall of the Sri Venkateswara University
the seminar was inaugurated and presided over by Prof. M.
Bhupathi Naidu, Registrar, SV University who laid emphasis
on the five pillars of the policy viz., Access, Equity, Quality,
Affordability, and Accountability in all the stages of
education. He expressed his desire that the policy should
ensure the vocationalisation of education at all levels so as
to produce the qualified but skilled manpower so as to make
use of them in the industry for overall development of the
country. The Chief Guest Prof. Ch. Appa Rao, the officiating
Vice Chanceller of the University while delivering the
inaugural speech touched upon various stages of
implementation of the NEP and desired that the Central and
State governments should come-up with adequate financial
assistance to the universities for maintaining the staff
expenditure, filling the vacant positions, liberal funding for
the research etc.

Distinguished academicians who shared their views in the
seminar included Prof. S. Dayanada, former Vice Chancellor,
Geetham University; Prof. Nemma Venkat Rao, former Vice-
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Chancellor, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University,
Srikakulam; Prof. L. Raja, President, Indian
Adult Education Association, New Delhi and
former Professor, GRI, Tamil Nadu; Prof. K.
Sudha Rani, the Principal, S. V. University
College of Arts; Prof. Ch. Appa Rao, the
officiating Vice Chancellor, SV University.
The distinguished guest of the
programme Prof. S. Dayanada, former Vice
Chancellor, Geetham University pointed out
the salient features of the NEP and laid importance on the
restructuring of the curriculum, promotion of industry
related skill etc. to compete our students in the global
employment market. Prof. L. Raja spelt out the relevance
of NEP in realizing the concept of literate India and also in
converting the masses , p— T
into human resources. 8"
In the process he
suggested various
strategies to promote
education among the

margdinalized
population and the
steps in

mainstreaming them
in all spheres of life.
The abstracts of the seminar and a book entitled “Role of
Educators for Sustainability of the Society” edited by Prof.
P. Adinarayana Reddy and Prof. V R C Krishnaiah, the
President and Secretary of the S. V. U Retired Teachers
association was also released by Prof. K. Sudha Rani.

All the guests were welcomed by Prof. G. Janakiramaiah,
Convener and Prof. P. Adinarayana Reddy, the Co Convener.
The vote of thanks was proposed by Smt. Kalpana Kaushik,
Director, Indian Adult Education Association, New Delhi.

The technical sessions were chaired respectively by Dr. V.
Mohankumar, Visiting Professor, IIALE, New Delhi; Prof.
Subbachari, former Academic Dean, Dravidian University,
Kuppam; Prof. V. Reghu, Vice President, IAEA and Prof. B.
Niranjan Reddy, while reported by Dr. Viswanadha Gupta,
Shri Mirnal Pant, Joint Secretary, IAEA, Prof. T. Saran Raju
and Dr. Harinath, Department of Adult Education, SV
University. A total of 69 papers were received for
presentation in the seminar however, only following 29
papers could be presented due to paucity of time:
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who attended the

programme
Shri Kundan Bhagat, Manger Official Language Officer,
Regional Office, Cuttack; Shri Kalyan Kishore Mohanty,
Member, Angul District Child Welfare Committee; Shri

il m
Main was the Guest of Honour. Other eminent persons

includes

Sankar Behera, Treasurer and Shri Kailash Chandra Sahu,
Superintendent, Bajirout Chhatravas. All the speakers
wanted the programme of imparting functional literacy to
be continued on a wide scale. The program was conducted
by Campaign Coordinator Shri
Programme Coordinator. The vote of thanks was delivered
by Ms. Lipika Mohapatra.

Suryanarayan Nath,

“I salute the indomitable
courage and stellar

achievements of women.”

— Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
International Women’s Day

National Wehinar on RPL in Higher Education and the
Role of LLL & CE Departments

The University of Delhi, under the
esteemed Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA),
organized a significant national-level
webinar on February 11, 2025 on the
theme 'Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL) in Higher Education and the Role of
Lifelong Learning and Continuing
Education Departments in India." The
event was conducted in collaboration
with the Indian Adult Education
Association and aimed to provide a
comprehensive discourse on the
importance of RPL and the
transformative role played by lifelong
learning and continuing education in
shaping the landscape of higher
education in India. The central focus was
to explore the nuances of RPL and its
potential to bridge the gap between
formal education systems and the
diverse learning needs of individuals. By
incorporating RPL, India has an
opportunity to enhance educational
inclusivity and provide pathways for
individuals from various backgrounds to
engage with higher education.

Among the distinguished speakers, Dr.
V. Mohankumar, Visiting Professor, IIALE,
New Delhi underlined the critical need for
systems that recognize informal and non-
formal learning experiences, advocating
for policies that foster the integration of
these forms of learning into the
mainstream education structure. Prof.
Rajesh, the Treasurer of the IAEA and
Senior Professor at the Department of
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Continuing Education & Extension, DU,
further enriched the conversation by
emphasizing the indispensable role that
lifelong learning and continuing
education departments play in fostering
an inclusive educational ecosystem. The
chief guest, Prof. S.Y. Shah, Director of
the International Institute of Adult and
Lifelong Education, New Delhi, delivered
a compelling address on the global
context of lifelong learning. He

highlighted how international trends in
lifelong education can offer valuable
lessons for India, stressing that lifelong
learning is not just a tool for personal

]
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role that Lifelong

development but also a critical driver for
national growth and social cohesion.
Prof. Raja passionately discussed how
RPL could address the educational
challenges faced by underserved
populations, particularly in rural and
marginalized areas. He underscored the
potential of RPL to offer second chances
to learners, facilitating greater
educational mobility and lifelong
employability.

The event was coordinated by Dr.
Geeta Mishra, Associate Professor at the
Department of Continuing Education &
Extension at DU and concluded with a
heartfelt vote of thanks from Smt.
Kalpana Kaushik, Director of IAEA.

— Ms. Parinita Batra
Ph.D. Research Scholar
DACEE

Ranjana Ray visited
IAEA

Ms. Ranjana Ray, |
Founder |
Member/Secretary,
Dr. A.V. Baliga
Memorial Trust and
recipient of IAEA
Special Award 2023
visited IAEA on January 6, 2025 to
express her gratitude. She had a
memorable discussion with Smt.
Kalpana Kaushik, Director, IAEA.
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ladder of development. She invited all
the female participants in the
conference to join their hands and
cherish the moment.

Presentation of Group
Reports and Discussion

Each of the parallel sessions were
reported by senior scholars who
presented a brief report on the
academic discussions held in the
groups represented by them. This
session was chaired by Dr. Gorakhnath
N. Kamble, former Professor,
Department of Adult, Continuing
Education & Extension Work, Shivaji
University, Kolhapur, Maharashtra. The
Rapporteurs who presented reports
included Dr. Nitish Anand; Ms. Medhavi
Qupta; Dr. Hari R.S; Ms. Parinita Batra;

Ms. Reetu Trivedi and Shri B.S.
Lingdoh. All the Rapporteurs found the
session to be very fruitful and
enriching. They thanked IAEA for
providing a chance to be a part of the
conference organizing team and
observe the academic activities from
close door. While appreciating the brief
and concise report presented by all of
them Dr. Kamble said that the session
and the reports presented there gave a
scope to all the participants to peep
into the academic activities conducted
simultaneously in the conference.

Valedictory Session

The Valedictory session commenced
with the welcome address delivered by
Prof. P. A. Reddy who extended a hearty
welcome to the dignitaries present on
the dais - Chief Guest of the valedictory
session Prof. B.K. Pandiamani, Prof. L.
Raja, Shri Suresh Khandelwal, Prof. V.

| P
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Reghu, Dr. Vinu Aram and Smt. Kalpana
Kaushik, Director, IAEA. Welcoming the
young scholars in audience and the
functionaries of Bhrahma Kumaris Prof.
Reddy underlined their aspirations and
quoting his own institutional
experiences said that the changing
dynamics of higher education has
propelled new issues which needs to
be addressed by ordanizations like
IAEA. He asked the young scholars to
interact with the veteran academicians
attending the conference and utilize
their free time for enhancing their
Knowledge bank.

Delivering the presidential address
Prof. L. Raja thanked all the

participants for their active and
meaningful participation which made
the conference a grand success.

Recalling his first interaction with the
Association he underlined the tradition
of IAEA to welcome young and budding
scholars and provided them an
academic platform for wide interaction
so that the issues pertaining to the field
of education, precisely adult and
lifelong learning gets a national voice.
Prof. Raja said IAEA will continue this
tradition to make the movement more
effective. Offering rich tribute to late
Shri K.C. Choudhary, Prof. Raja said
that IAEA is missing his presence
however, the first conference organized
in his absence is going well with his
blessings. He appreciated the rich
content of the Keynote Address on
Indian Knowledge System delivered by
Prof. K. Parthasrathy and the
electrifying, motivational and futuristic
vision of lifelong learning put forth by
Dr. Vinu Aram while delivering the 30th
Zakir Husain Memorial Lecture.
Presence of veterans like Prof. N. K.
Ambasth, Shri K. K. Sethi, Shri
Mafatbhai Patel has not only enriched
the academic discourse held during the
conference but provided a chance for
the budding scholars to peep into the
history of adult education which is
noteworthy, said Prof. Raja.

Prof. B.K. Pandiamani, the Chief
Guest in his Valedictory Address opined
that “lifelong learning alone can help

denerations to acquire
knowledge and skKills
and enable them to
ensure enhancement
-r e in the quality of life”.
- Referring to his own
L9 academic journey
Prof. Pandiamani said
that it was due to the motivation of a
lifelong learner he could successfully
obtained more than 40 post-graduate
degrees from universities and
institutions of national and
international repute. Society need to
appreciate this scope and opportunity
of lifelong learning and utilize it to the
best of their capacity to fulfil their quest
of learning and realize the dream of
development. Both Brahma Kumaris
and IAEA wish to contribute in the
improvement of quality of life of people
across the country. While Brahma
Kumaris has a universal spiritual vision
to help people to liberate them from all
sort of anxieties, IAEA has a legacy of
great adult educators and hence,
together we can do wonder for the
society.

It has been a tradition to summarize
the major findings and issues raised
during the conference into a
declaration so that
concerned authorities
at various levels may
be apprized with the
situation at the ground -
level. The Abu
Declaration was prepared by a
committee comprised of
Prof. N. K. Ambasht (Chairperson);
Prof. P. A. Reddy: Prof. V. Reghu;
Prof. Rajesh; Shri Suresh Khandelwal
and Shri Mrinal Pant which was read by
Prof. V. Reghu. Adopted unanimously
on January 10, 2025 by all the
participants, the Abu Declaration says:

We, the participants of the 65th All
India Adult Education Conference,
dathered at the Manmohini Campus,
Abu Road, Rajasthan, from January 9
to 11, 2025, reaffirm our dedication to
promote lifelong learning as a critical
element in shaping India’s educational
future. Recognizing the emerging
needs of individuals and communities,
we collectively resolve to:
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1. Integrate Lifelong
Learning Across Levels
Encourage the incorporation of lifelong
learning initiatives in secondary
education and higher education to
build a strong foundation for
continuous personal and professional
growth.

2. Address Societal Needs
Develop practical strategies to promote
lifelong learning as a tool to address
societal needs, ensuring access to
education opportunities and
development for all.

3. Leverage Technology for
Learning

Adopt and promote the use of
technologies to enhance accessibility,
efficiency, and personalization of
lifelong learning programs.

4. Strengthen Public Private
Partnerships

Work collaboratively with NGOs,
educational institutions, and other
stakeholders to implement inclusive
and impactful lifelong learning
programmes that influences diverse
segments of society.

5. Promote Value-Based

Education
Incorporate  moral and ethical
education into lifelong learning

programs to foster individual and
societal well-being.

6. Focus on Professional
and Social Development
Support initiatives that promote
professional skill development and
address social inequalities through
targeted lifelong learning opportunities.

7. Advocate to establish new
Centres/Departments of
Lifelong Learning and
Extension

Renewal and empowerment of existing
Centres/Departments in all Universities,
Colleges including NSS/NCC/ students
Clubs and other youth clubs in the
higher education institutions.
Encouraging the students in Lifelong
Learning activities.
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Infrastructure facilities may be
developed in all districts of India to
nurture lifelong learning programmes
which intron will strengthen the nation.

Our Call to Action

We commit to turning these
resolutions into actionable programs
and projects in partnership with key
stakeholders. By doing so, we aim to
create a more equitable and dynamic
educational ecosystem that supports
lifelong learning for all.

We extend our sincere gratitude to
the Indian Adult Education Association
and Brahma Kumaris for their
leadership and support in organizing
this vital conference.

Together, let us take forward the
mission of lifelong learning to empower
individuals and transform communities.

Entire establishment of the Brahma
Kumaris Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya
received a huge praise from all the
participants who were eager to share
their lively experience of the
conference. However, in view of
shortage of time only a few including
Dr. Gyanendra, Shri Rajendra Joshi, Ms.
Parinita Batra, Dr. SVA Prakash and Shri
RC Jhuria could share their experiences
which was appreciated by all.

The Vote of thanks was given by

Shri Khandelwal
categorically thanked
each and everybody
involved in organizing
the 65th All India
Adult Education
Conference at Brahma Kumaris from
the inception to its conclusion. He
paid emotional tribute to late Shri
K.C. Choudhary who visited Abu to
finalize the plan of conducting AIAEC.
Shri Khandelwal extended words of
thank to the recipients of Nehru and
Tagore Literacy Awards, IAEA Lifetime
Achievement Award and IAEA Special
Award, all the Key Speakers, Chairs,
Co-Chairs and Paper Presenters of all
the parallel sessions, Moderators,
Rapporteurs and the functionaries of
Brahma Kumaris who worked hand in
hand to make the conference a great
success. He specially thanked Prof.
B.K. Pandiamani, Prof. K.
Parthasarathy, Dr. Vinu Aram, Prof.
N.K. Ambasht, Shri K.K. Sethi and all
the members of Executive Committee
and Council of IAEA for extending
valuable cooperation throughout the
conference. At the end he thanked
from the bottom of his heart to Prof.
L. Raja, Smt. Kalpana Kaushik and all
the members of staff of IAEA for
putting every thing in place in time.

Shri S.C. Khandelwal, General The 65th All India Adult Education
Secretary, Indian Adult Education Conference was concluded with
Association, New Delhi. rendering the National Anthem.
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UNION SAKSHAR - Adulit Literacy Programme

The Union Bank of India, Mumbai has sanctioned a project
to the Indian Adult Education Association, New Delhi for
imparting literacy and functional skills to the rural populace of
states — Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and West Bengal in their respective languages -
Malayalam, Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, Odia, and Bengali. IAFA is
implementing the project with the help of its State Branches
functioning in these states.
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The inaugural function here was held on the 26th December
2024 at village Anna Nagar, Peraiyur Panchayat, Madurai
District, Tamil Nadu under the Chairmanship of Dr. K. K.
Gurusamy, Chaiarman, Peraiyur Town Panchayat. The
programme was graced by the presence of Prof. L. Raja,
President, Indian Adult Education Association, New Delhi who
enumerated the objectives of the project and requested all the
stakeholders to work hand in hand to fulfil the target. Prof. Raja
appreciated the officials of UBI for sanctioning such an
initiative which certainly help target group to see the light of
letters.

Along with 40 beneficiaries the programme was also
participated by the officials of UBI including Ms. Ajjali Das,
Assistant Manager, Madurai Regional Office, Madurai; Shri
M. Etturajan, Manager, Peraiyur; Shri Varusai Muhamed,
Vice-President, Peraiyur Town Panchayat; Shri S. D.
Pandian, Secretary, Social Education Economic
Development Society (SEEDS), AruppuKottai,
Virudhunagar District; Shri Manikandan and Dr. Kalpana
Raja. While addressing the beneficiaries Ms. Ajjali Das
explained the message delivered by MS. Mani Megalai,
Chief, UBI, Mumbai. Entire programme was coordinated by
Dr. V. Chinnamurugan who also extended the vote of
thanks.
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In Kerala the inaugural function was held on January 20,
2025 at IWDMK, Chadayamangalam, Kollam which brought
together key stakeholders, community members, Local Self-
Government Institutions, and other programme facilitators,
emphasizing collective action and the transformative power of
education and empowerment.

The opening address was given by Shri S. Harish Kumar,
former Media Officer, State Resource Centre, while Prof. (Dr.)
V. Reghu, Vice President of the Indian Adult Education
Association, New Delhi delivered the Presidential Address. The
keynote address was delivered by Prof. L. Raja, President of the
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Indian Adult Education Association. Dr. Raja underlined the
need of such prgjects for improving the standard of living of
people from disadvantaged sections of society. He thanked
the officials of UBI and expressed the willingness of IAEA to
work jointly on such project in future as well. Other dignitaries
who addressed the audience included Shri Y. Sathyanarayan
Reddy, Deputy Regional Head of Union Bank of India; Smt.
Kala C.S., Senior Manager, Union Bank of India and Shri B.
Sajeev, Assistant Coordinator, District Literacy Mission. On the
occasion Prof. (Dr.) V. Reghu, recipient of the Tagore Literacy
Award was honoured by Shri Hari V. Nair, Block Panchayat Vice
President. The event got concluded with the vote of thanks
delivered by Smt. Sandhya M.C., Executive Committee
Member of Swaraj Bhavan Granthasala.

Odisha

In Odisha the inaugural function was held in the
premises of the Bajirout Chhatravas, Angul on February 1,
2025 which was participated by the local beneficiaries as
well as the officials of the Union Bank of India and the
Coordinator of the programme from IAEA. Shri Saroj
Kumar Rout, Regional Head, UBI, Cuttack was the Chief
Guest while Shri Yudhisthir Tarai, Brach Manager, Angul
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